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a degraded idea of God as a limited Deity raised above
men by superior power, but of like passions with the men
He rules.
Our progress through evolution consists in the
gaining of wisdom under the Laws of Reincarnation and
Karma, and a child learning to walk may well be supposed
to 'be punished by its falls just as a man is supposed to be
punished for his sins when he reaps the results of his
ignorance and mistakes.
Moreover, we do not expect laws of Nature to
forget or forgive an infringement, and Karma is a law of
the Divine Nature, in which there is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning. If a man flings himself against a wall,
he will bruise himself; law is like a wall, and doing wrong
is flinging oneself against the wall. Repenting does not
cure past bruises.
The Divine Law operates as invariably in the mental
and moral worlds as in the physical. A man falling into
a fire will burn his body, and neither prayer nor repentance
can save him from the pain. He will not even dream of
asking the Law of Gravity for forgiveness if he infringes it;
why then should he expect forgiveness if he has infringed
mental or moral laws ? The false teaching that a man can
do wrong and be forgiven, i.e., escape the consequences of
his wrong-doing, is very demoralising.
Karma is not a punishment for sin, but the unavoid-
able result of the causes set in motion, and sorrow is ever
the plant that springs from the seed of sin. After sowing
evil seeds our salvation lies not in asking for forgiveness,
but in trying to make amends and doing better thereafter.
Again, Karma is the readjustment of harmony in
the universe, broken by a selfish action called sin ; and the
method of adjustment being that the Law of Love shall
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